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Mat. 5:9

* [Jesus said:]
“Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.”

»God is the ultimate peacemaker,
»so when we act as peacemakers
»we are showing our family resemblance.



Family likeness...

* All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciting the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of recanciliation. We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeat tnrough us.

« 2Cor. 5:18-20a



How does God make peace?
Or what is the gospel?

Tom Wright, ”"How God became King” & “The Day the Revolution Began”



Some things we often mis-hear

“Heaven”
 =where God rules, including here

The “Kingdom of Heaven”
* =the (current and future) reign of God

“Eternal life”
 =“the Life of the age to come”, i.e. after God’s judgement of the

current age Current ] Age to
“JUdgement” > age >> udgement>> come >
* =the institution of the age to come
“Sin”
= allidolatry and rebellion, including “powers & authorities”

“Christ”
* =the Messiah = God’s chosen King, in the line of David

“Lord”

* = God-appointed world-ruler (contra. Caesar)




The gospel is not a spiritual

parachute

“Gospel-Express”

* Goal: get souls to
heaven

* Problem: personal
moral failures a.k.a.
“sins”

e Solution: an innocent
man (Jesus) is
punished in our place

* We pray the “Jesus
prayer”

Gospel of peace

e Goal: reconcile ALL
THINGS to God

* Problem: rebellion
and idolatry, including
“satan” & sin

e Solution: God has
dealt with our debt
and disarmed sin

e We live under God’s
new rule on earth



The gospel(s)

* “Gospel-Express”

e Jesus died for our sins
SO we can go to heaven

* Gospel of peace

* Jesus is God’s anointed King,
God with us,
and his rule has has already begun,
on earth as itis in heaven,
and we can be part of his kingdom now



The gospel in the gospels

e Whatis it?? Where is it??

* This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the
son of David, the son of Abraham:

e Matt. 1:1

* [Once Jesus heard that John had been put in]
Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”

* Matt. 4:17

* The beginning of the good news about Jesus the
Messiah, the Son of God

e Mark 1:1



The surprise...

m Jesus of Nazareth

Messiah Lord God



The peace of God is
Not the Pax Romana...
e The “Peace of Rome”

* The “peace” of total domination
* Achieved through “righteous violence”



Jesus and Rome

« 33Pjlate then went back inside the
palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are
you the king of the Jews?”

* 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If
It were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my
kingdom is from another place.”

* John 20



On the road to Emmaus

e 25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and
how slow to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer
these things and then enter his glory?” 2 And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.

* Luke 20



The cross

* [God] forgave us all our sins, *having
cancelled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it
to the cross. 1 And having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
Cross.

« Col.2:13-15
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Strong Negative vs Positive Christianity

Strong Negative Strong
Christianity & positive
gospel-express Christianity
( ) 4 )
Separation and Reconciliation &
opposition healing
_ J \_ J
4 ) 4 )
Character
Rules
& values
_ J \_ J
( ) 4 )
“Spiritual” not “of Bodily
the flesh” Resurrection
_ J \_ J
4 ) 4 )
(personal) sin & Suffering and
punishment victory

e — ~—




How can people disagree so
much about the bible?



(Recap) The bible...

W—OJ God in-spires (breaths into) all kinds of people and situations.

)
You are here

m ‘m

God revealed himself Lots of real people wrote The way we lookatthe  1he Holy Spirit of Jesus

through relationship stuff down, at different times bible is shaped by our is active today, helping

with real people and places, and for different context, experiences & us to hear th’:’lt God is
(Israel) reasons people around us

saying to us now



The bible is...

* Acommon reference point
* (Often linked to authority, group and purity/sanctity)

* That both unites and divides Christians, e.g.

* In what sense(s) is it “God’s word” or “inspired” by
God?

* Which parts are specific to their culture vs ours?

* Are some parts or ideas more important or
fundamental than others? Which ones??

* What if it seems to disagree with (e.g.) Jesus, church
traditions, the holy spirit or other ways God seems to
be active today?



The gospels

“Gospel-Express”

Jesus died for our sins
so we cahn go to heaven

* Short & simple
e Useful & convenient

* Compatible with (e.g.)
Greek & dualist
philosophies

* Supported by key
proof texts (esp. Paul’s
letters)

* Strongly backed by
our tradition

Gospel of peace

Jesus is God’s anointed
King, God with us, and his
rule has has already
begun, on earth asitisin
heaven, and we can be
part of his kingdom now

* More complicated
W 1E®)

* More demanding

e Grounded in a holistic
Jewish world-view

* The “big story” of the
OT & NT

* (Supported by other
voices & traditions)



So...

* (Almost) everyone has good (and bad) reasons for
what they think & feel is right...

* And we all want to be right and are naturally
defensive...

* So we need empathy, understanding & respect,
I.e. good relationships, before we can have good
conversations about things we disagree about.

* The bible is a fundamental anchor or reference point
for anyone who wants to follow Jesus...

* Butitisn’t always straight-forward...

* And we may need to “wrestle” with it...
over a long period of time



Conclusion

Strong

positive
 [Jesus said:] “Blessed are the Christianity
peacemakers, for they will be called (?)
children of God.”
* “Gospel-Express” - ~

« Jesus died for our sins Recohnc't'.at'on &
so we can go to heaven L caling )

( R
* Gospel of peace Values &

» Jesus is God’s anointed King, _ Ceeeisr
God with us, 4 —_— )
and his rule has has already begun, Resucr’re'gtion
on earth as itis in heaven, . )
and we can be part of his kingdom now [ Suffering and b

Vileide]Y;
. J




