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Outline
1. Everyone (inc. non-Jews) have evidence of 

God’s reality
2. But they have worshipped other things
3. Sin has direct consequences 

(which God has allowed for now)
4. Do not judge others 

(Judgement belongs to God alone)
5. This applies just as much to Jews as to non-

Jews!
(Jump back to the bit about homosexual sex)

6. Everyone has fallen short of God’s glory 
(but…)



Key verse

• for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God
• Romans 3:23



But what does it mean?

• for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God
• Romans 3:23 

• In Hebrew, Khata’ simply means “to fail,” or 
“miss the goal.” 

• Fail how? Miss what goal?



1. Everyone (inc. non-Jews) have 
evidence of God’s reality
… what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. For since 
the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities — his eternal power and divine nature —
have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse.

Romans 1:19-20





2. But they have worshipped other 
things
For although they knew God, they neither 
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
… Although they claimed to be wise, they became 
fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human 
being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Romans 1: 21-23



Sin:

A matter of law? A matter of relationship!



The greatest commandment

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Matthew 22:35-40
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3. Sin has direct consequences 
(which God has allowed for now)
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him 
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.

Romans 1:21

just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be 
done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and 
malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant 
and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 
parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.

Romans 1:28



No BBQs!



4. Do not judge others 
(Judgement belongs to God alone)

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point 
you judge another, you are condemning yourself, 
because you who pass judgment do the same 
things. 

Romans 2:1



Why are we so eager to judge 
others?

“You will not certainly 
die,” the serpent said to 
the woman. “For God 
knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing 
good and evil.”

Genesis 3:4, 5
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4. Do not judge others 
(Judgement belongs to God alone)



What is God’s wrath &  
judgement?
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people … Therefore God gave them over in the 
sinful desires of their hearts

Romans 1:18, 24
But because of your stubbornness and your 
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath 
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when 
his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will 
repay each person according to what they have 
done.”

Romans 2:5-6, quoting Psalm 62:12 / Prov. 24:12



What is the God of Jesus like?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.deviantart.com/art/ZEUS-GREEK-GODS-PROJECT-168817677
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Judgement as diagnosis & 
treatment



5. This applies just as much to 
Jews as to non-Jews!
Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on 
the law and boast in God; … You who boast in the 
law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 
Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but 
if you break the law, you have become as though 
you had not been circumcised.

Romans 2:17, 23, 25
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God’s 
calling 

to IsraelIsrael’s 
thoughts, 

actions and 
heart to God 

& others

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.thymindoman.com/tag/commandments/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The bit about homosexual sex?

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires 
of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one 
another. […including homosexual sex]

Romans 1:24[-27]

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/carolemage/12973986513/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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6. Everyone has fallen short of 
God’s glory 
(but…)
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God

Romans 3:23

Compare:
So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them
Genesis 1:27



The 
image of 

GodYou, all your 
thoughts, 

actions and 
heart to God 
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[but Jesus hasn’t, and we can start fresh too…] Spoiler 
alert

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God



Conclusion:

Paul says that:
• God’s reality and nature is visible to everyone

• How do you encounter God?
• Our fundamental problem is idolatry

• What are potential idols in your life?
• We should leave the judging to God

• Have you judged another person? 
• We have all fallen short…

• Have you considered how amazing our calling is: 
To image God in the world!



Consider…
• Have you considered how amazing our calling is?

• To image God in the world! Just think about it…
• How do you encounter God?

• E.g. in creation and other people?
• What could you do this week to see God more?

• What are potential idols in your life?
• i.e. that serves as your reference point, or distracts you 

from God? E.g. work, success, a person, pleasures, 
money. 

• How could you make God more your reference point this 
week? 

• Have you judged another person? 
• Is it instead of recognising your own ‘falling short’? 

Do we as a church? Who?
• Could you get to know or encourage someone this week 

instead of judging them?
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