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A verse for today!
Col. 2:6-7
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and 
built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught,
and overflowing with thankfulness.



Context: a very brief history of Israel…

6 So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord,

And what is 
this baptism 
thing about?



God’s presence with his people
Ex. 30:17-20a
17 Then the LORD said to Moses, 18 “Make a bronze 
basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it 
between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put 
water in it. 19 Aaron and his sons are to wash their 
hands and feet with water from it. 20 Whenever 
they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash 
with water so that they will not die. ”
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The rise and fall of (ancient) Israel

King 
David



Life under Roman occupation
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Ceasar 
is Lord!
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Where is God? 
Has God abandoned us?
Why bother??

Where is God’s 
new King?

(“messiah”)



Enter John the Baptist…
Mat. 3:1-2, 5-6
In those days John the 
Baptist came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea 2 and 
saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”
5 People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and 
the whole region of the 
Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, 
they were baptized by him in 
the Jordan River.
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Their big question: Who is the 
Messiah??
John 1:40-42a

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, was one of the two 
who heard what John had 
said and who had followed 
Jesus. 41 The first thing 
Andrew did was to find his 
brother Simon and tell him, 
“We have found the Messiah” 
(that is, the Christ). 42 And he 
brought him to Jesus.
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The birth of the church
Acts 2:36, 38
36 “Therefore let all Israel be 
assured of this: God has 
made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and 
Messiah.”
38 Peter replied, “Repent 
and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.
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God 
present

A King 
like 

David

“Jesus is 
Lord!”

6 So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord,



Baptism (1)

Public declaration (sign) of…
• Turning (back) to God and recognising Jesus as 

Lord
Symbolising…
• Cleansing from sin, i.e. independence from God 

& dependence on not-God
• And…



Becoming part of the “body of Christ”
1 Cor. 12:13

13 For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as 
to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given 
the one Spirit to drink.
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Identifying with Jesus in his death 
Rom. 6:3-4
3 Or don’t you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were therefore 
buried with him through 
baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a 
new life.



Baptism (2)

Public declaration (sign) of…
• Turning (back) to God and recognising Jesus as 

Lord
Symbolising…
• Cleansing from sin, i.e. independence from God 

& dependence on not-God
• Becoming part of the “body of Christ”
• Identifying with Jesus in his death, and the hope 

of new life
And a ”sacrament”, i.e. spiritual reality



(aside) Different traditions:
family or individual emphasis

Infant Baptism then 
Confirmation

Dedication then 
Adult/Believer’s Baptism



continue to live your lives 
in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, 

“in Christ”?



Practically??

• As part of Jesus’ body  
(community of disciples)

• Have Jesus’ aims & values
• Use Jesus’ way of doing 

things
• Draw on Jesus’ source of 

strength…
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Like… branches of the same vine
John 15:5
5 “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.
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A verse for Beattie… and all of us
Col. 2:6-7
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and 
built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught,
and overflowing with thankfulness.
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